Abstract-Synthesis of a tricyclic imidazo[l,2-a]pyridine system (1), and reactivity of the cyclohexyl moiety are described.
Tetrahydrocarbazoles are of great interest for the construction of many complex alkaloids belonging to the Murrayaquinones families (1) . As a part of our program on azaindolic structures, we have recently described the photochemistry of azineenaminones with a view to construct azacarbazole skeleton (2) . In continuation of our studies, we now develop a program concerning the synthesis and antitumoral potentiality of modified murrayaquinone ring system 2. In this context, the synthesis of the tricyclic bridgehead heterocyclic system 1, and our preliminary investigations on the reactivity of the cyclohexyl moiety are reported (scheme 1) . Synthesis and Reactivity of fi, 7,8,9-tetrahydropyridof 1,2-aJ Benzimidazol-9-one the cases described above.
In conclusion, we have described an efficient synthesis of 6, General method for alkylation of 4. 3 ml of a IM solution of LiHMDS in hexane/THF was added in 10 ml of cooled THF (~70°C) . Compound 4 (500 mg, 2.68 mmol) dissolved in 10 ml of THF, was added dropwise. After 15 mn, 1 equivalent of the desired electrophile was quickly added, and the mixture stirred at -70°C for 2 hours, and then two more hours at 0°C. The solution was treated with a saturated solution of ammonium chloride and extracted three times with methylene chloride. The organic layers were drierd over anhydrous sodium sulfate, concentrated in vacuo and the residu submitted to a chromatography on silica gel eluted with a solution of ether/methanol (90/10). Purification of the crude mixture in the conditions cited above gave first 6 as an oil (69 % yield); m, 2H, H-ll, H-13 
